1

Calderhead Erskine Parish Church, serving Shotts and Allanton

NEWSLETTER
Letter from the Minister
iaincmurdoch@btopenworld.com;
tels: 01555-773891(Home) or 07887-595498

.

(Please contact if you would like to chat or need help of a Minister)

15th May 2020

Dear Friends,
At this time, there is much speculation about when and how lockdown restrictions in Scotland will be eased,
eventually be lifted, and life can return to “normal”. And much uncertainty about what “the new normal” may
mean for the local church.
For none of us, will life ever be just the same as before. Across the wider community, we are now more mindful
of the beauty and colours and life of the world around us; of the sounds of silence; and of people that we perhaps
took for granted or had lost touch with; of the importance of family and friends; of the kindness, caring and selfgiving commitment of many.
The life of the church has continued in lockdown, despite us not being able to meet together in the local church
buildings for worship on Sundays, and for other groups and activities through the week. As reported elsewhere in
this newsletter, we are finding fresh ways to reach out to members and neighbours and some of the most vulnerable in our community; new ways of communicating and keeping in touch; openings for serving; and the blessing
that comes from sharing and praying, comforting and encouraging. I do not want us to lose what the Lord is
teaching us.
May we each be open to learn from all the Lord would show us at this time, as we are held and kept in His gracious love.
Back to “Normal” – Not!
Your servant in Christ,
Iain

Back to “Normal” – No thanks!
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In this edition, you’ll find updates on various initiatives intended to support people through this difficult period.
More help will always be welcomed and, while there is no obligations, you are invited to get involved in as many
of these initiatives as you wish. We hope you enjoy reading the updates– contact details for them all can be
found on page 4.
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Christian Aid
By June Williams

Some of the many hearts collected from our members

NHS Hearts Campaign
By Heather Scott
Since our last newsletter we have had an excellent response to the NHS hearts campaign with
over 90 pairs of hearts sent to the COVID ward
at University Hospital Wishaw. Amid the outbreak, visiting has been severely restricted at
hospitals across the UK, leaving many people
feeling alone and detached from their loved
ones, so by giving the patient a heart, and sending a matching one to their family, it can help
them feel like they have an emotional link and
bring comfort to their relatives. So, a big thank
you to all who have contributed.

Our church’s normal Christian Aid fundraising activities have, like so many other events, been
cancelled. While we are all thinking and praying
for our families and friends, as well as those who
work in vital services, especially NHS staff, we ask
that you would consider supporting the work of
Christian Aid. Christian Aid week occurs every
year in May, and we would ask that you support us
at this time.
The usual collection envelopes are unavailable
this year. Instead, if you wish to make a donation
to Christian Aid, we ask that you please send this
in an envelope marked ‘Christian Aid’ to the office of our Church Treasurer, Robert Williams.
The address is Williams & Company, 191 Station
Road, Shotts, ML7 4BA. Thank you to all of those
who have already donated by this method.
The Christian Aid Quiz sheets are to be found at the end of
the Newsletter. Unfortunately, there is no prize, but all donations will be gratefully received.
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Pauls Parcels
By Heather Scott

With the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, many people have unfortunately lost their
main source of income, resulting in many struggling to put food on the table
after paying other bills. Within Shotts we are fortunate enough to have a
local foodbank called Pauls Parcels. It is run by volunteers and they do an
incredible job supporting the most in need within Shotts and the surrounding areas. The church has been actively supporting their great work by making donations of food over the last couple of weeks. We would like to continue this support and there are a couple of different ways to get involved.

Cereal

Tinned Vegetables

Soup
Pasta
Rice
Noodles
Pasta Sauce
Beans
Hotdogs
Tinned Macaroni
Nappies

Tinned Meatballs
Tinned Meat (eg chopped pork)
Tinned Rice Pudding
Tinned Custard
Tinned Fruit
Teabags
Coffee
Biscuits
Baby Wipes and Nappy Bags

1.You can donate items from the list
below; the church team will be
collecting from doorsteps on Saturday 30th May. If you wish to
donate this way, please phone
Heather on 07795514766 a few
days prior to arrange time for
collection.
2.If you have internet access you can
donate directly to the foodbank
at www.paypal.me/paulsparcels

Some of the merchandise already donated by people from the church.

Shotts G.B. - The Place to Bee!

By Heather Connolly

Dear Friends,
We hope everyone is keeping safe and well in these unusual and challenging times. We thought we would share some
of the things the Company has been doing while we are in ‘lockdown’ and cannot meet together on a Wednesday night.
Through our Facebook and Twitter pages the girls and their families have been invited to participate in ‘Gracie Bee’s
Fun Filler Challenges’. So far, the challenges have included: ‘Spring is in the Air’ – Draw a flower to brighten up the world
at this difficult time; ‘Scavenger Hunt’ – find an item for each letter in ‘The Girls’ Brigade’; Make & Model an Easter Bonnet; Design a colourful outfit for Gracie Bee (one of our GB Mascots); Make a Den; Make a G.B. Badge using recycled or
household items; ‘Get creative with Lego’ – Build a house from Lego and design a Lego figure. We would be happy for
the Church Family to join in with our ‘Fun Fillers’ too!
Pictures of the ‘Fun Fillers’ are posted via our Facebook & Twitter pages.
To celebrate Easter, the officers recorded the Easter Story in six parts (The Donkey and the King, a Goodbye Meal, In
the Garden, It is Finished, A Happy Sunday and Into the Clouds) and from Palm Sunday onwards a part of the Story was
posted online for everyone to enjoy. This was definitely a challenge for all involved and tested their presenting skills.
As well as keeping in touch with all the company online and by email, we have been keeping the Royal Mail busy by
posting cards & activity packs to all our members to ensure that everyone is included.
As the lockdown was imposed, the tuck shop had just been stocked with crème eggs for Easter. Luckily ‘Pauls Parcels’
were happy to accept these and distribute them to families in the local area.
Work will continue to the end of the session as we strive to keep our Company connected at this difficult time.
With best wishes to stay safe,
The Officers & Girls of 1st Shotts G.B.
‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’ Psalm 46: 1.
@1stShottsGB;
Shotts Girls Brigade@BrigadeShotts
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Outreach with the prison
By George Scott
Our church has a long history of supporting prisoners and their families. This has included
Christmas gift collections for children, and hosting worship services as part of the annual Prisoner’s Week
awareness programme. Through our church family, we became aware that prisoners, including many who
have been attending weekly church services in prison, are now restricted to 1 hour out of their cell each day
due to Covid-19. While the general public can have mixed views on how prisoners should be treated, we
have been called to demonstrate that through Christ, God has made his love available to everyone, no matter what you’ve done or what stage you’ve reached in your life. In consultation with the prison Chaplain, we
have therefore provided some jigsaws and colouring books for adults to help alleviate the stresses of constant confinement. We trust that God (and the Chaplain!) will help the recipients to be aware of his invitation
and know that love will always overcome.

Church Collection
In these present circumstances, more people might like to consider giving their church collection through a
Standing Order. The forms for these can be found on the church website. Please remember you can make your
donation go further by signing up for Gift Aid. Thank you to those of you who have handed in your church offerings to the Treasurer’s office at 191 Station Road, Shotts.
Shotts Calderhead Erskine Parish Church of Scotland—A registered Scottish Charity no: SC006538

Church Records
and Contact Details
As you will all appreciate, this is an ongoing process. Thanks go to all of you
who have given me your updated contact details. Please continue to assist
us by letting us know of any changes. If
you have received this newsletter by
post, and have an email address, please
let me know and you will be able to receive any future communications by
that method. Details may be sent to me
at june42rw@btinternet.com or you can
contact me on 01501 821862.
The church takes Privacy seriously. Details of how we use personal information
can be found in the Privacy Notice on
the church website, or can be requested
by emailing: privacy@calderheaderskine-church.com

The Newsletter: Rhona Bell, rhonabell28@gmail.com
Paul’s Parcels: Heather Scott 07795514766
Outreach to Prison: George Scott, 07747638874
Church Record and Contact Details: June Willams, 01501
821862, june42rw@btinternet.com
Healing Hearts: Heather Scott 07795514766
Book Club/Book Swap: Margaret Byrne, 01501 823736
Christian Aid: Church Treasurer, Robert Williams. The address is
Williams & Company, 191 Station Road, Shotts, ML7 4BA.
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Recollections of VE Day in Shotts
By Lily Dewar
I was 15 years old when the war ended. We all gathered round the wireless to listen to the news. The war had lasted 6 years and
times were hard. It was wonderful to have our freedom restored to us!
Of course, there were street parties everywhere. Everyone donated food of some kind. We had gathered at the Pit Head to celebrate. Everywhere everyone was laughing and singing and dancing in the streets. When you’ve been deprived of your freedom for so
long, there is all the more joy when it is restored to you.
It was wonderful when we didn’t have to take our gas masks everywhere and street and home lights could once again shine. For us
the sights and sounds of Shotts on that day were wonderful. The sirens were replaced with the happy chorus of noise as the Shotts
horn was sounded and pugs tooted to celebrate.
Church and Chapel bells that had been silent for so long, rang together,
“Free at last, free at last. Great God Almighty, free at last.”
Above all this, everyone was smiling from ear to ear. It was a wonderful feeling on that day. We glowed in the fact that Britain and the
Empire had saved the world.

My Favourite Author
Nancy McGuffie

Lockdown Lingo
(to give you a laugh in these serious times)
From Margaret Byrne
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I came to know my favourite author just by chance. I was going on holiday
and had forgotten to get some reading material to take with me. So I had a
browse in our church book club and although I had never read a crime novel
beforehand , I decided to to pick an Ian Rankin book, and so it was, I was
introduced to Inspector John Rebus. I was hooked!
Ian Rankin came from Fife, lives in Edinburgh and his novels centre on these
areas.
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Happy Birthday wishes to Mrs Margaret Stevenson who will
be celebrating her 92nd birthday on 11th June. This has
another special meaning for Margaret as she married her
husband Bobby on that day. All our best wishes on your
special day.
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One Solitary Life
Here is a young man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another
village. He worked in a carpenter’s shop until he was 30, and then for three years he was an itinerant preacher.
He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never owned a home. He never had a family. He did none
of those things we usually associate with greatness. He had no credentials but himself.
While he was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. He was
turned over to his enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two
thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for the only piece of property he had on earth, and that
was his coat. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race and the leader of the column of
progress.

I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the
parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon
this earth as has that One Solitary Life.
Author Anonymous

Praying during the coronavirus crisis.
Heavenly Father, we turn our hearts to you. You are utterly faithful, and you have never failed us. Grant us hope, strength and
mercy in our time of need. Enable us to throw our cares onto you, our mighty God.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for those touched by the coronavirus, those who face sorrow, fear, illness and isolation. We ask for compassion, love,
healing, and kindness. Make us a people living in your perfect love that we may drive away fear.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for your healing grace and strength for doctors, nurses, key workers, medical staff, care workers in homes and in the
community, and for all living with sickness at this time and those who care for them. Thank You for so much caring and commitment.
O Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for wisdom and clarity for those making key decisions, for scientists, medical experts, politicians and public health officials. We pray for acts of kindness to spread to every community. Enable us to see need and respond in gracious and loving ways.
Take us through this time of trial.
In Jesus’ name
Amen
Adapted from a prayer from: https://www.eauk.org/what-we-do/prayer-centre/cononavirus-prayer

Please note that the minister has continued to provide Sunday worship details and associated ‘Reflections’ on the
church website every week. You can find these, and other interesting information at:

https://calderhead-erskine-church.com/Sunday-service/
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