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1st Shotts G.B. – The Place to Bee!
As we prepare for our Easter Celebrations, we would like to share some of the things the girls
have been doing over the last few weeks.
Explorers have continued to enjoy their ‘All Things Pink & Beautiful’ theme including creating
origami Pigs, Ballerina pictures & trying out some ballet steps.
Juniors and Brigadiers have been looking at the Spiritual sections of their badge work. Juniors
discussed everyday symbols & symbols of Faith and discussed the Ten Commandments and what
they mean. Brigadiers have been thinking about the Seven ‘I Am’ Sayings of Jesus and have
already discussed when Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life…I am the light of the world…I am the
gate.’
Brigadiers also continue to enjoy their ‘Two-minutes Challenges’ and have had a go at dancing
the Locomotion and the Cha-Cha Slide.
In February, the whole Company heard the Story of St. Valentine & made cards for their loved
ones and looked at ‘Everyday Heroes’ celebrating ordinary people who have done extraordinary
things especially during this pandemic by simply doing their jobs.
At the beginning of March, as part of the celebration for International Women’s Day (08.03.2021),
we acknowledged the women we know and the things they do to help us. We also looked at
women’s achievements around the globe. The girls also made Mother’s Day cards to give to their
Mums/ women who look after them.
We are looking forward to Spring with new life appearing round about us, flowers blooming,
better weather and hopefully the easing of lockdown restrictions. We are especially looking for ward to our Easter Celebrations. They will be a bit different this year, but we will make the most
of our time together online.
Look out for our ‘Road to Easter’ posts on Facebook!

Easter Blessings to Everyone!
From the Girls & Officers of 1 st Shotts G.B.
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Allanton
Guild
The Jelly Bean Poem

Red is for the blood he gave
Green is for the grass he made
Yellow is for the sunflowers so bright
Black is for the dark of night
White is for the grace he gave
Orange is for the sun he made
Purple is for the hour of sorrow
Pink is for the new tomorrow

A cup full of jelly beans
Colourful and sweet
It’s a prayer, a promise and
Everyone’s treat

May your Easter be happy
May your day be bright

Shotts Guild
Members and friends of Shotts Guild, I
hope you are all well and staying
safe. With the vaccine roll out well underway hopefully it won't be too long, as the
famous song says, "till we meet again ".
Friday 5th of March marked the World
Day of Prayer, an annual international
ecumenical prayer movement which is
carried out by Christian women in more
than 180 countries and in over 1,000
languages around the world.
Each year, on the first Friday in March,
Christians are encouraged to pray for
and with Christians of other countries
and cultures, and to be enriched by their
faith experiences. This year, the annual
World Day of Prayer comes from the
Christian women of Vanuatu – a group of
82 islands (65 inhabited) in the South
Pacific Ocean – on the theme of ‘Build a
strong foundation’
This year the event was held virtually
through Zoom and facebook.
Next year’s World Day of Prayer will take
place on Friday 4 March 2022, with a
service written by the Christian women of
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, on
the theme of ‘I know the plans I have for
you’.

May you enjoy the treats
And sweet delights
But remember the meaning
Remember God’s gift
Remember the Resurrection and
May your heart and your home
Be filled with Easter Blessing.
(from Grace Todd and Allanton Guild)

If you would like to donate to the world
day of prayer work please enclose a
donation and drop it into Robert Williams
office. (Please write on the envelope
what the donation is for.)
(from Liz White of Shotts Guild)
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WANTED
(From Linda Thomson)

Please hand in to the church. There are boxes
in the vestry.

Old Spectacles—These are sent
to the Raven Trust who forward them onto Malawi.
They have supplied special equipment which can
adjust the glasses for their new users.

Used Stamps

are sent to the
offices of the Church of Scotland at 121 George
St. Edinburgh, where they support various
charities.

Old Postcards —These are
forwarded to the Mission Christian Fellowship
Charity and aid their work overseas.

How to join a zoom meeting

As children have been gradually returning to
school, it has became very noticeable that there
are many families struggling to buy food for their
children, with parents being made redundant or too
ill to work due to COVID. Paul’s Parcels have
agreed to support referrals made to them by the
local schools but in doing so will need to rely more
on donations from the community. The church is
therefore going to do another collection to support
this work. If you wish to donate a food parcel
please contact Heather Scott on 07795514766
before Friday 9th April to arrange collection on
Saturday 10th April. Alternatively if you wish to
make a cash donation please hand money into
Robert Williams Accountants (191 Station Road).

CONTACT LIST
Minister, Rev Iain Murdoch

To join our worship services (at both Shotts &
Allanton) each week, you have the following
options:
1) Calling from any telephone, dial: 0131 460 1196
When prompted, enter this code (called the meeting
ID): 89886571793#
You'll also be asked for a 'Participant Code': please
ignore that, enter a hash sign only (#) and you'll be
connected.
2)

Using Zoom on your computer, tablet or smart
phone, please use the following
link in your browser (e.g. Internet Explorer):

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89886571793

Bible Study Group
(Tuesdays at 7pm)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81108947975?
pwd=QndFMHY2MVRCOW94N3Z6TVFlK2JJZz09
Meeting ID: 811 0894 7975
Passcode: 409190

iaincmurdoch@btopenworld, or tel: 07887 595498
George Scott
gcott1602@gmail.com or tel: 07747638874
Robert Williams
191 Station Road, Shotts
tel: 821862
(if handing in an envelope with donation,
please write what it is for)
Nancy Ralston
nancy@nancyralston.co.uk or tel: 07972 689797
Heather Connelly
heatherconnelly78@gmail.com
Margaret Byrne
tel: 01501 823736
Rhona Bell
rhonabell28@gmailcom or tel: 07867874568
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A Modern Parable : The Three Trees
Three trees on a wooded hill were discussing their hopes and dreams. The first tree said,
“Someday I hope to be a treasure chest. People could fill me with gold, silver and precious
gems. They could decorate me with intricate carvings and everyone would see its beauty.”
The second tree said, “Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take kings and queens across the
seas and sail to unknown places. Everyone will feel safe because of the strength of my hull.”
Finally, the third tree said, “I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest tree in the forest. People will see me on top of a hill, look up to my branches and think of the heavens and God. They
will remember me as the greatest tree of all time.”
After years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen came upon the
trees. One came to the first tree and said, “This looks like a strong tree. I can sell the wood to a
carpenter.” After being cut down, the tree was happy because he knew that the carpenter would
make him into a treasure chest.
At the second tree a woodsman said, “This looks like a strong tree. I can sell it to the shipyard.”
The second tree was happy because he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.
When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened because he knew that if
they cut him down, his dreams would not come true. A woodsman said, “I don't need anything
special from this tree so I'll just take it back with me.”
When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, they made it into a feed box for animals. It was
then placed in a barn and filled with hay. They cut the second tree and made a small fishing
boat. They cut the third tree into large pieces and left it alone in the dark.
The years went by, and the trees forgot their dreams. Then one day, a man and woman came to
the barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby in the feed box made from the first tree. The
tree could feel the importance of this event and knew that it had held the greatest treasure of all
time.
Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One man went to
sleep. A great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep the men safe.
The men woke the sleeping man. He stood and said “Be calm” and the storm stopped. At this
time, the tree knew that it had carried the King of Kings in its boat.
Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people
mocked the man who was carrying it. Later, they nailed the man to the tree and raised him up to
die at the top of a hill. On the third day, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to
stand at the top of the hill and be as close to God as was possible. Jesus had been crucified on
it.
The moral is: When things are not going our way, know that God has a plan for us. God will do
almost anything for us. Jesus reminded us through his teachings and his stories how much God
loves us. Place your trust in God and God will always give you what is best for you.
(contributed by Margaret Byrne)
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Preparing for Spring - in the garden
GARDENING TIPS
Spring begins in late March and gardeners welcome it after a long dreary winter, especially a COVID winter.
Gardens can be very dangerous places to work, so please be careful. If you are using power tools, please remember
to always use a circuit breaker. It may just save your life.
Bear in mind that SHOTTS, with its high altitude and higher rainfall, lags about a month behind. There are ,however,
jobs that can be tackled.
1. Clear dead leaves, foliage and other rubbish from the grass and borders.
2.LAWN CARE
Scarify and aerate the lawn.
Following manufacture’s instructions, weed and feed the grass. This will ensure healthy spring roots and the death of
weeds and moss.
If you are desperate to mow your lawn, lift the blades to a higher setting.
For those who are not keen on mowing the lawn, consider sowing a wild flower meadow, which will attract bees,
butterflies and other garden pollinators.
3. If the weather permits, trim hedges, but always check for frost and snow warnings.
4. If not too heavy or wet, hoe borders but make sure you do not harm flowering bulbs, still to come through.
5.Split plants which have grown too big for their location eg. large polyanthus.
6. Prepare Veg. beds but do not sow just yet. Dig over the bed ,apply organic material and allow to settle for a couple
of weeks. If you have a greenhouse, you can sow inside and plant out at a later date. Some people plant under cover
to protect tender plants.
7. It is always tempting to prune shrubs and large plants . If you do this too early or too drastically you may lose some
of your old favourites. We still get frost and snow in April in this neck of the woods.
Television presenters have little or no idea, what cold and wet springs we can experience, so don’t rush to follow
Monty Don and Alan Titchmarsh. It will be safer if you wait a bit.
Remember ,gardening is healthy for mind and body, but always keep a wee bit for tomorrow. Have fun and let’s hope
for an even better gardening year this year
Nancy and George McGuffie

Bob Thompson has given us some advice of which varieties of vegetables to plant and when to
sew and harvest them.

Name

Variety

When to sew

When to harvest

Lettuce
Brussels Sprout
Coriander
Beetroot
Parsley
Basil (great in salads)
Swede
Broccoli
Carrot
Pea

Tom Thumb
Bosworth F1
Fine leaved
Boltardy
Italian plain leaved
Sweet green
Marian

March - July
March - April
January - December
March - July
January - December
January - December
April - June
February - July
February - July
March - May

May - October
Flowers Oct- Dec
January -December
July - October
January -December
January -December
November - January
September- October
May - October
July - October
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Preparation for Spring: On the farm
Preparing for Spring began in Autumn with a big tidy up of hedges and a list of jobs for the New
Year being made.
We live on a smallholding, not far from Shotts. The land is best suited for growing grass, so our
only crop is hay but we keep assorted native sheep, Hebrideans and Shetlands. They are smaller
than most commercial sheep, and fairly self sufficient, also quite clever in their own way with a
good memory for faces. In general, the only lambing aid they need is pair of binoculars since they
will hide in a corner then come back with a lamb (or two).
March is the hungry season, since there is virtually no nutrition left in the grass and new grass has
not started to grow yet. This means daily feeding since the ewes are pregnant and expecting lambs
in mid-April. We’ll also need to prepare the lamb shelter with straw bedding. Native sheep do not
like to be indoors and get pneumonia very easily in a confined space, but they like do like an open
shelter to give some protection for new lambs.
Other repairs in March were fixing the door to the goose house. They’ve started to lay eggs, and
due to Covid abattoir and butcher restrictions we still have all the lambs from last year, most of
whom are now vigorous young rams. They are kept separate from the ewes but will raid the hay in
the goose house, especially if they suspect we’ve given grain to the geese. In doing so they trample
the eggs and have broken the door, hence the need for repairs to exclude the naughty boys.
As the month progresses, and the weather dries up, we need to roll the fields to level out the winter ruts and the raising of the grass due to frost. Last year the deer came in and ate some of the
recently planted fruit trees, so we’ve fenced off the area and fitted bark protectors, as well as
sowing wild flower seeds around them. Deer are frequent visitors and help themselves to the hay
bales.

Early last year we lost our old cats, after 20 years, so we asked around for farm cats. One farmer
friend had a litter of feral cats, so we asked for them. The mother is very wild, but he caught the
kittens and brought all four to us. They live in a shed with a cat flap, but have decided that their
ambition is to become house pets. They’re very tame, and sleep during the day curled up together
in an old dolly pram in the back kitchen. If the door is opened they’re straight into the house and
need to be bribed with Dreamies before going out. While the tractor was being serviced, Spot
crawled around under the bonnet and got covered in soot, which is still visible on her back. During
the snow, we moved a motorcycle into the conservatory to be worked on, and Top Cat sat on the
seat all the way down to avoid getting his feet in the snow. They clamber over everything, including
the barn roof, but do their job of controlling vermin.
The rest of the preparation work is domestic, gardening house painting etc. The garden is waking
up with snowdrops and crocus bulbs, and will soon be daffodils. Birds are flying around looking for
nesting areas while the Sunsets have been beautiful.
We look forward to the end of lockdown and being able to have grandchildren visit again. It’s been
a long year.
Anne Harper
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Traditions behind the food we eat at Easter
Hot Cross Buns
The eating of hot cross buns marks the end of Lent because they are made from dairy products
which are forbidden during this period.
The cross on the top symbolises the cross on which Jesus was crucified.

Lamb
This traditional meat is actually a combination of two symbolisms. The original use of lamb
dates back to before Easter as part of the Jewish Passover where a sacrificial lamb is roasted
and eaten as a reminder of the angel of God passing over their homes in Egypt.
Later, Jesus was often referred to by Christians as the Lamb of God. As Christianity grew,
Hebrews who converted to Christianity brought some of their traditions with them and the
combination resulted in the use of lamb as part of many Easter dinners.

Eggs
Eggs are one of the most recognised Easter foods around. Firstly, eggs signify new life, which is
what Easter and spring are all about.

Chocolate Easter Eggs
During the 18th century, people started giving Papier-mâché eggs filled with little gifts instead of
the traditional painted eggs, then eventually chocolate eggs became a thing in the 19th century.
But the first ones were made of bitter dark chocolate and were solid and hard. It was only in 1873
when JS Fry & Son joined forces with Cadbury that an Easter egg, as we know it today, was
launched.

Recipe for Hot Cross Buns in
following page.

Archie’s Place Names Wordsearch
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Recipe for Hot Cross Buns
Ingredients:( for the buns)

(for the crosses & glaze)

500g strong white bread flour

200g mixed fruit

3 tabsp plain flour

1/2 tsp. Salt

7g sachet easy-blend dried yeast

honey or golden syrup

2 heaped tsp mixed spice

200ml milk

50g caster sugar

2 eggs

`

for brushing

50g butter chopped into cubes
Step 1.Tip the flour into a bowl and stir in the salt, mixed spice and sugar.
Step 2.Rub in the butter with your fingertips. Stir in the dried fruit, then sprinkle over the yeast and stir in. Gently warm
the milk so it is hot, but still cool enough to put your finger in for a couple of seconds. Beat with the eggs, then pour in the
dried ingredients.
Step 3: Using a blunt knife, mix the ingredients to a moist dough, then leave to soak for 5 mins. Take out of the bowl and
cut the dough into 8 equal pieces.
Step 4: Shape the dough into buns on a floured surface. Space apart on a baking sheet, cover loosely with cling film, then
leave in warm place until half again in size. This will take 45mins—1 hr 15 mins. Depending on how warm the room is.
Step 5: When the buns are risen, heat oven to 220C/fan 200C/gas 7. Mix the flour with 2 tabsp water to make a paste. Pour
into a plastic food bag and make a nick in one of the corners. Pipe crosses on top of each bun.
Step 6: Bake for 12-15 mins until risen and golden. Trim the excel cross mixture from the buns, then brush all over with
honey or golden syrup. The buns will keep fresh for a day. After that they are best toasted and served with butter. Enjoy!
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1. Either cut out this
Easter Egg shape or
draw your own on paper
or cardboard.

2. Use

anything you like to
decorate your egg. You can
paint it, colour with felt
tips or crayons, stick things
onto it, whatever you like.

3. Take a photo with
your phone and send it
to:

4. Most of all
have fun with
this activity.

sitecontent@calderheaderskine-church.com

Involve other
members of the
family and enjoy
yourselves.

There are several
completed eggs on the
church website.

Why not have a look and get
some ideas? We can make a
big display of everyone’s egg
on the website.
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March 2020, the start of Lockdown in the UK, to March 2021 can be described, by most people, as a ‘horrible
year’. The pandemic of Coronovirus spread across the world and left us all reeling. We couldn’t see our love
ones, shops and businesses were closed and worst of all people became ill and many died. It was a dark time for
us all and one we are all eager to put behind us.
Let’s all look beyond all that tragedy to good times we have enjoyed. Here a few people have chosen a year
which had happy memories. When you read them look back to your happy times and, now with the roll our of
the vaccine let us pray for many more good times in the future.

2016
2016 was a memorable year for lots of good reasons. My niece Francine and her fiancé were getting
married and we gladly accepted the wedding invitation. As the couple live in Canada, we decided to
make it our holiday. We flew to Toronto and made our
way to The Niagara Falls where we stayed for 3 days.
and enjoyed taking in the sights and the beautiful
weather before heading to our hotel in Toronto. A
night at the theatre to see Matilda was a delight. Our
friend Sandy Green came to visit and also offered to
drive us to the wedding venue. Preparations for the
family wedding were underway with the gents going to
play golf while the ladies had hair and makeup done.
It was a very special day for all concerned with the
bride & groom and all the guests sharing a lovely joyous time.
However there was another major family event in the
offing. While waiting for our taxi to the airport, we
received a phone call from my son David to announce
the birth of his baby girl! Our reasons to be thankful:
Great holiday, wonderful wedding and sharing time
with friends and family. The best news of all being the
birth of our beautiful healthy grand-daughter Elise.

2012
By the start of 2012, I had been retired for eighteen
months, and was settling well into a new kind of life.
In early February, I learned that I had been asked to become an Elder in our church. I saw this as an honour and
a privilege, to be called to work in the church where I
had been baptised and married. In fact, I am the fourth
generation of my family to be married in that same
building, my great-grandparents having been married
there in 1896. The Ordination took place at the end of
that month and I remember receiving valuable support
and advice from many members of the Kirk Session.
When I met with all the people in my district, I felt that
this was a role that I was going to enjoy, not least because everyone I met was very welcoming towards me.
Our Communion in the June of 2012 was another special
occasion. It coincided with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
and several people who hadn’t attended church for some
time were present at that. After the service, we had a
lovely celebratory lunch to mark the Diamond Jubilee
and this was much enjoyed by all who attended.

July had two highlights for me. Firstly, Robert and I
celebrated our Silver Wedding Anniversary and we had a
lovely gathering of family and friends that evening.
Maureen Fleming
Secondly, we attended the Garden Party at Holyrood.
This was special because of course it was the year of the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. I had been hoping that the
Queen would be wearing blue, just to make the day even
2013
more special and she was! Of course, there are many
st
Iain and I were married on the 21 December 1973, so 2013 was more events which stand out in 2012, but these are the
our Ruby Wedding Anniversary. We started off the celebrations ones which I remember as being most special.
with a family party at the Avonbridge Hotel in Hamilton.
June Williams
Christmas was spent with the immediate family at home then
we travelled to Prague for a short break. This is somewhere I had
always wanted to go and I was not disappointed. We returned in
Hope you have thought back to your
time for New Year at home, once again time with the family. I
happy times and look forward to
have lovely memories of this time together.
Rhona Bell
many more.
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Reflection from our minister
Telephone: 01555-773891(Home) or 07887-595498
Please phone or e-mail iaincmurdoch@btopenworld.com if you would like to chat or need help

19th March 2021
Dear Friends,
What gives you hope? Many of us are encouraged by Spring sunshine, the roll out of vaccinations and a reduction
in new Covid cases in Scotland; and by cautious first steps to reduce restrictions and re-open church buildings in
time for Holy Week and Easter. In the early months of lockdown this time last year, coloured rainbows in windows
of homes became symbols of hope as well as of appreciation of NHS staff, carers and other key workers. The first
rainbow in Genesis is a symbol of God’s commitment to all life on earth. But for me, the truth of Easter, what
gives me hope and an inner peace and joy, even in the darkest of times is our “living hope” (1 Peter chapter 1,
verses 3-5). Jesus experienced abandonment, betrayal, pain, dread and desolation, culminating in the agony of crucifixion and in taking on Himself the full weight of the pain and evil of the world.
Because Jesus is risen, the ultimate hold of evil and death over all who trust in Him is now broken. Because death
did not have the final say as God’s power raised Jesus to life, I know that Jesus is just who He said He is – God
Himself - and that as result each of us can trust in our Lord’s promises and love.
Consider the evidence: the lack of any alternative explanation for the changes in the disciples – including on one
occasion more than 500 men - when they then met the risen Christ for themselves and the inner strength and
confidence they found; all that Jesus had said about himself; the massive stone rolled away from the entrance to the
tomb; the disappearance of His body and the inability of the authorities to find it; and the experience of all those
since then – myself included - who have come to trust in God’s unfailing love in Jesus.
Pray to this Jesus that you would know His presence with you and the power of His love for you – and you will.
Jesus promised His followers: Because I live, you also will live. John 14: 19.
God loves you. Believe it!
You are special to God. Believe it!
God’s got a plan for you. Believe it!
On the 3rd day, Jesus rose from the dead - Believe it!
On a side of the Church hall in Shotts and on church railings in Allanton on the A71 facing the Post Office, are
banners with words trypraying.co.uk with nearby, plastic holders with wee thin pocket-sized booklets to help
yourself. These have comments and suggestions of words and things to try for each of 7 days. Pick up one and
perhaps one for someone else (or contact me or a friend) Try Praying then let God show you our living hope.

Iain

